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Pollster Bruce Lineey surveys 
his new Poll Headquarters Bids, 



GAMEFINDER 



Of the eleven game and toy stores checked 
this time t eight had Diplomacy t seven had 
Empire Builder* and four had Railway Rivals* 
None offered to sell Gunboat* 

ERIC DEPT* 

Last evening Eric was up at the neighbor's 
playing, and I went to get him for dinner* Re 
saw me and yelled, "I»m not coming hornet 11 I 
replied , "Ye© you are* it's dinner time*" He 
screeched, "If you make me come home, I'll throw 
this rock at you!" I said, "If you throw that 
rock at me, you won't be allowed to play with 
your friend any more today," Eric's friend 
said* "It doean » t matter , it 1 s time for ** to 
go >:w»^^^ u ''---:^to ehrieked, "Oh good! 

Then I can throw the rock nowl " It hurt* 

About ah hour after the preceding, Hose 
came up to me looking very sad* X took the 
ice-pack off my temple and said, "What's wrong, 
Boss?" He answered, "Daddy, you like Eric 
better, don*t you?" Horrified, I exclaimed, 
"No* of course not - why?" "Well, you let 
him throw a rock at youi why can't I?" 

NEW SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

I*m tired of trying to adjust these rates 
every few minutes* From here on, COSTA costs 
whatever you think it's worth* Send whatever 
amount you feel is appropriate , and then be 
sure and notify me when your sub has expired* 
If you think COSTA is worth less than nothing, 
please send your invoice* 



I? LIVES AFTER ALL 1 1 IT'S NOT DYING1I (Just decomposing ib usual.) 





VoIuh* xt t Number 17 



Okay, we really cocked this numbering up rath* r I See, the Mexi- 
can issue w» nu«ber«d XI/11 but should have been XI/i2* So th# mxt 
laaut was Correctly n ushered XI/1J* Next was Rod's little XI/13.5 t 
which ia also oorrtct. But boh we run Into real trouble. COSTAGUANA 
CANADA, which should have baan Xl/*h 9 vaa number ad XI 1/1 (sicO. This 
was followed by XI/15# which no-ona baa trtr aaan (nor will they) be- 
eauaa it was destroyed by tba printer in arror. This wan * followed* 
by XI/16, which was erroneously buabtrad Xl/lfJ, not because I was than 
aware of th« dastroyad laaut, but rat bar because 1 forgot about COSTA 
CANADA. 

Sol This Issue Is oorraotly and properly XI/17, vbleh leaves a 
gap for tba lata lamented dastroyad las a* (daauslt t it was a beaut, tool 
Bruot Qeryk on tba covtr in passionate pink* a vicious danunclation of 
Randolph Smyth for daring to suggest that I should denounce somebody, 
Kellnda arguing in favor of killing people... <*h wall, 24 pagaa of typing 
kaput .«».)» of which by tha way trua arohlvlata ara abla to gat a »ri 
re-anant - I ud* f ive coplaa aach of pp. IO and 1*1 and ft ant them to tha 
player* in 'Crescendo' and 'PimMallone, * and those copies will probably 

day bs oollaotora* items. 

SPECIAL NOTICE 1 Last lssu* I announoad that COSTA was cutting back to 
a llaltad warehouse-type thing. I've cbangad ay alndl Plaaaa DISREGARD 
that announcaaant 1 your balovad COSTA will ba continuing aa usual I VOW I 

QAHE OPEN I HQS r 

REGULAR DIP: Up to thraa genes availabla. No foe, Juat a tub. 
Thus far wa hart Bruca Llnsey, Hark Berch, Doug Beyerlsln* Rod Walkar 
and Wait Buchanan signed, and of course Mellnda Hollay wants in all 
thraa . 

GUNBOAT t Dp to two gases open. Just Kelinda so far, for both. 

RAILWAY RIVALS! No Halt on openings. Next section to start (thraa 
so far, need one more ) will use the new Greenland asp. 

RIVAL RAILWAYS t Neat new variant on the preceding. In which you 
build track as usual but then switch lines for tha runs. Two signed. 
First section will use the Gibraltar map* 

QUNBOAT RIVALS J (Terrlbl* Dane, eh?) Another 'Rivals* variant 1 
thie time play is as usual except you don't learn where your opponents 1 
tracks are. 

RATHER SILLY RlVALSz Co-Invented by Robin ap Cynan, the principle 
here ia to start with a finished game and play backward, un*-ru»nlng races 
and taking up track. ... 
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COSTA BOOKS. CTOPT QUI PES AND PAMPHLETS 

COSTA th* Wonderful has now been around in bom for* sine* 1965 • 
and so Many people hart expressed curiosity about the past, questioned 
so»e 'historical 1 reference I've udi, asked how all my years of GMlng 
could possibly hava lad to tha rather quaint aat of rules I ua* t etc., 
that 1 thought soa* need existed for explanatory material to assist you* 
Tha following are now available or planned ohortlyi 

AN IHTRODUCTION TO OOSTAQUAHA ( 'Aurlct's a**)*). Soft caver, t4»95. 
Covers such essential toploa hi What to expect in a typical Issue | 
origin of tha nana* applanation of tha volume numbers | eomplet* printing 
history Including aynopsaa of all Issues | photos of th* editor using 
mimeo, ditto, hao to, photooopylng, and a pan | and a spaelal appendix 
breaking down tha complete history of COSTA subscription rat as* 

THE BEST OF COS TAG UA N A . A six-volume aarlas reprinting th* aost lmport- 
ant ltaas that have appaarad in thaa* pages. Mora than Bo% of th* 
material la wrltt*n by Conrad himself. Vol. I covtrs 19&5-?| Vol. II, 
t968-9| Vol. Ill, 1970-73I Vol* IV, 197*M Vol. V, 1975-77) and Vol. VI, 
197B~°?> (Hotai Vol. VI is blank, owing to tha fact that no issues 
vara publlsh*d in thoss years.) Pric* f22.50 each % embossing extra. 

COST AOD ANA PLOT SYNOPSIS* Designed for quiok-study preparation for 
examinations, t*rai papers, *to. Clear, concls* digest-form presentation 
of all 23 years of COSTA, with Cross-references to all Major names, 
events, feuds, etc. t15.?5. Not available to Harvard undergrade^ 

COSTAQtfANA TEE-SHIRTS. Finest weave, n*de In auatesala, lOOJfi cotton. 
Emblaaonad with the first line of Conrad's "Noetromo" and a picture of 
(your oholoa) Haydn, Bruokner, Hahler or D*pech* Hod*. Sizes! Snail, 
■adlnai, large, grandiose* 119-99* 

COSTAQUANA MERCHANDISE CATALOG HE. 28 pp. A detailed list, with photos, 
of all COST AQUA HA souvenir items available or planned for the future. 
Full price and ordering information, plus money-Saving coupons. In 
addition to all preceding iteaa. Include* I Balloons, planter*, Hummel 
figurines, toilet seat covers, stationery, return addreao labels, and 
a special gold-*abossed edition of the box*d gaa* set autographed by 
COSTAdUAHA' a editor. f 5. , refundable with first t25 order. 

//////////////////////////////////// 
A JLATAHT APPEAL 

Tou all know that COSTA QUA MA won the Run*ston* Poll the past two 
years running, right? Tou also know that COSTA has seen a few modest 
hard times this last few months, right? This implies that COSTA is not 
likely to win three years In a row, right? 

Veil, this leaves me with a vary serious problem. I want to win 
again. It is VERT IMPORTANT to me to win again. In fact, if £ am to 
be happy during the next phase of sy life, I HAVE to win again. And I 
am therefor* earnestly soliciting your help to sake sure that happens. 

To understand th* essential nature or this, it Is necessary that 
I tell you a bit about my wife. Well, no. • .actually , I need to tell 
you something about my mother-in-law (my wire being vary much her child). 



Mildred Hill or Karlen, ny aotha In-law. Sigh. Dear lady. But she ha* 
a Major Quirk, of Personality which *y cbo««a «poua« ha a inherited* Mj 
■other— in-law la a knick-knack freak and a perfectionist in the utter 
of th* arrangement of aald kill oka (or knacka). Every extra a pot in her 
houae baa a porcelala flgurin* on It, and each of those la ■etieulously 
duatad and arranged dally. And all who do hosa.ge to her will (absolutely 
■uat , that 'a bar Rule #7) lead their Uvea equl valently . 

So* When 1 won the f lrat tiae, I waa eo proud of the certificate 
that I framed It and hung It on the wall* And when I won the aeoond 
tlae a I did likewise, and Bade a nice pair out of the two. Unfortunately* 
I lack Mother Hildred»s okill In thla eort of thing, and I put then on 
a patch of wall and la aucb a way that they look ridiculous without a 
third one hanging there. And I can' t move them bom, or I'd be left with 
two ugly nail holsa in the planter- And I can* t fix the holes because 
that would require painting f which I can't afford. 

So I really need your help in getting that third certificate. It 
■•ana a lot » friends, ball eve a«| I really want my aarrl&ge to an dure, 
and I know that without that third fraaie, it's Divorce Court in a flash* 
So !'■ asking - no, I 'a begging - for friendship's sake, vote COSTA a 
•ten* in the Poll this year. 

But let's be realistic* A few people won't see this plea, and will 
vote a lower place in the Mistaken belief that they're being fair *nd 
honeat - as us ual wl th a uch pe ople , wit hout regard f or the danage they 
■ay be doing to the editor's psyche and/or entire life. Worse yet, a 
few of you who are reading thla are going to say "Pah aw I H (you know* a 
few people really do sey "Pahawl") and actually oast a 'nine* or even, 
oh unutterable sliae that they are* an "sight « " (Last year soae idiot 
actually voted a 'saro.' He haa since been appropriately destroyed.) 
So what the rest of us mist do la help offset those wieners. Hot only 
do we need to vote COSTA a 'ten,* we also need to vote down three or 
four other 'tines which look likely to provide strong eoapstltlou. 
PRAXIS, EXCITEMENT CITT UNLIMITED, TUB •ZIHE REGISTER and HA (JUS are 
the ones I"» aost worried about) soneone suggested DIPLOMACY WORLD to 
■e also* but I think that's carrying things a bit far. 

Tor theae * ainea , I think votes of, oh, aay 'five* or B aix' ought 
to take cax-e of things. If you really feel guilty and want to push It 
to m 1 seven* ' I guess that* a okay, though we're getting iffy now. under 
no clrcuastancea should you go higher | too daaned dangerous, you never 
know what kind of recruiting caapaigns these guys ere going to aount* 

How, I know, son of you are thinking, "Qadsooks I '* (Recent surveys 
Indicate that sore peopla any "Oadaooksl 14 than say "Pohawl") "This Is 
not ethical. It nay cause th* poor Maligned Poll to auffer a skew!" 
Well, I have two answers to that; one of then la printable* and la, 
"So what? Aren't I nor* important than soae stupid Poll? Haven't I 
been good to you all thla tin* , neglecting sjy children in order to get 
those wonderful issues out to you?" 

But Just to allay any lingering fa are, I checked with two authorities 
sod got the following replies s 

BRUCE LINSETt "I agree coaplately that you should have all the 'tens* 
you deserve! by all rights you should win* Howev*r a I don't think I had 
better distribute bnllota with the '10* pre-printed In the COSTA space. H 

DICK MARTIN: "Tea, of ooure* for you I'll urge ay readara to take 
the thing seriously this tin*. I can always subvert It in 19o9." 



So, friends, PLEASE PLEASE PRETTY PLEASE? 7 Thanks a si Hi an. 



PEOPLE I HAVE A PROBLEM WITH 

I ban a serious parsonil problem with people with atraog* naaes. 
I have an even greater problem with people who purposely do wlerd t hinge 
with their naaes. There** soeathlDg sinister about this. It e*em* to 
■*« And people like that need constant watching* If not outright eradi- 
cation* 

By right*, an expert. How would you like to be asddled with 

the Conrad Frieener Ton Hetake?! Care to borrow it long enough to 

try awaking a reservation at a Chinese reetaurant? 

But at le*st t stuck with it though I any be, I*m up front about 
it. I don't hide it. or diddle with it to aake It aore palatable, or 
aiake excuses for it - no, I bear up under the joke* ("Connie, " "Corn- 
bread t M "Freeaer," "von Messy") In the enduring knowledge that ay name 
la sine, and nobody else (thank Ood) can aake that statement *• . m 

But soae peopls completely mishandle their names, and thereby inonr 
my critical scrutiny. And aaoag the situations that put ae off completely 
are those in which people have used their naves in a Manner obviously 
designed to Mislead us. For Instance, I «■ bothered by t 

1. People who are stuck with ridiculous names that slaply cry out 
for ridicule, and yet amke no effort to change them - like John Plggott* 

2» People who immigrate to thia country and Anglicise half their 
***** but not the other half - like Bruce (Hleeayslaw) Qeryk. 

3* People whose names are blatant lies - like Doug Brown and Cal 
Whi t*« CI guess this one could be worse, though* ever set a black nan 
named Green?) 

People who use an Initial and * aiddl* n**e (usually lawyers), 
making u* wonder what** wrong with that first dim - like B. Jacob 
Walters. (How do I Introduce youT "Arjaoofa, this la Fred," And what 
la so dreadfully secret about a first nan* like Rugglero?) 

5. Paopl* who try to convince us that they're really two people, 
like Steve and Linda Courtenanen*. (Anybody ever aiet this Steva-and- 
Llnda person? Is it a he in drag, or what?) 

6. Psopl* who somehow think It is important that ws know they have 
a father - like Fred D*vis, Jr. Alacat as asinine as the Icelandic 
spates where everybody 1* ALWAYS ao*eone*s son (Thorsson) or daughter 
(Thorsdottlr) • Heck, If we wanted to maef your pop, we'd aakl 

7* People who name Con* aft.r themselves - Ilk* Larry Peery. Ah, 
hut now that I've got to the subject cf Larry Peery, let ae go get eome 
■ore paper... > 



//////////////// / / / / / / // // // // ////// 
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HOW THIS ISSUE CAME TO BE by Conrad von Hetxk* 

Wall* firet I typed it, than I had it printed* than I bought ataaps..*. 

Actually, that waan 1 t what 1 Meant * Thla lasu* p you will anon aee v 
la rathar atypical In that it contains things COSTA 1b famous for hating. 
But I hava always harbored a secret desire to do thla sort of thing at 
laaat onoi, just to s«* if I could. Art iclaa on "good play*' and various 
othar taotioal/interperaonal gane akllla in so far reaoved froa the 
noraal oontant of this 'tin* that to aaa tha* present her* ia alaoat 
lik* entering a new world - COSTA taken over by Walt Buchanan, or eoae 
such thing* In fact, I've let It ba known that I utterly loath* ouch 
trip* aa tha ensuing articles will represent. Still, 1 wanted to see 
what I could do on thia level, Just to ba able to Bay I'd don* it, Tou 
never know whan 1*11 need resuM* Material * . . - 

Alao, thia waa supposed to have been the laat issue, and I thought 
it aight ba trlppj to blow out of here with a real bang - and whan tha 
situation changed and it faecaaa evident I*d atill ba publishing, nothing 
really had to ba changed, I could atill go out in style and than coma 
right back In with a whole different atylel The point (if there ia one) 
ia that I can do thia no aatter what the future holds. Even if the future 
holds all tha wild cards. Thank <3od we'ra playing cribbage*... 

Anyway, so I had thia idea for a serloua 'tactical* issue, right? 
So I wrote to several people whoa* previous efforts along these lines 
vara well-known to aa, and who owed me favors, and I begged and bribed* 
Hot a good rasponasg actually: Walt Buchanan and John Leader have 
left the bobby, John Konlng is deceased, John Board nan isn't speaking 
to Allan Calhaner wantad too Much Mon*y«..it went on like that for 

a tiae. And as tba deadline rushed closer and the file regained eapty a 
I finally broke down and approached boh friends whose efforts in this 
field are Much Inferior, but who did at least agree to do the job, 
I'm sorry} I wiah I could offer better Material. Please don't fall 
*sle*p. Think of thia as an sxperiaent that went aadly awry, that case 
In far short of expectation, that alaoat Makea this issue a pal* re- 
flection of the worst of DIPLOMACY WORLD, that aakes a* coMpletaly 
reevaluat* ay friendships*,*. 

But I aay have salvaged so nothing in the process of writing a certain 
aaount of the Material Myself. In fact, I alaoat wiah I'd written the 
whole thing in tha first place. Well, but then that Means I have to 
spand More tia* doing typing, and I don't want to do that. ..Maybe I B ll 
just do soa* judicious editing and rewriting. Or Maybe,. .yeah* tha t 'a 
It I Hay be I'll just print an issue with only the articles froa Larry 
Peeryt Heat I Since Larry didn't send one, that will sav* one hell of 
a lot of work - and, as an additional virtue, it will offer Larry's 
bast contribution yet to thia hobbyl (Maybe 1*11 nix in Rod Walker's 
article toot ha didn't send on* either*) Or perhaps 1*11 turn the whole 
project over to Bruce Geryk and see how an expert dwindles a Mailing 
Hat - though froa the evidence of the last few lines* I'm doing fine 
on that level by Myself, 

Oh wall. The page ia alaoat full. What follows la ay first and 
last vsntur* into serious article-printing, ay first traipa* outsida tha 
pal* of silliness and general Madcap toMfoolery, ay first toying with 
sheer boredoM, ay firet approach to wishing that COSTA and this whole 
stupid hobby would Just pack up and go away . . . . 
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-ti- 
ls verjf thing You Always Wanted to Know A bout Your Opponent 

( * but. we re to o cou t h t o a sk ) 

by Bruce Llnsey 

The reason *«hy most people don't win most of their Diplomacy games 1b that they don't 
take Into account all of the available Information about their fellow players. Oh 
Sure, most of us base our alliance decisions on our opponents' playing records, on 
who Is or la not a stabber, and so on. But this sort of knowledge 1b Just the tip of 
an Iceberg floating In an entire ocean full of data about any given player in your 
gaaea. You've all heard the phrase, "Know Thy Enemy**, right? Hell, never has this 
advice held go true as aver the Diplomacy board. If you think you can manipulate 
Flayer XXX just by knowing that he doesn't stab or that he has two wins as Germany, 
Imagine how much More string- pulling you can do if you know everything there is to 
know about the guy -- perhaps even more than he himself knows! What wonderful diplomatic 
doors are unlocked for you, if only your opponents* lives are placed at your fingertips 
like open books. 

The problem, you see, la that such a catalogue covering each hobbyist in such 
depth has not. existed -- until now. For the past, three years, I have privately done 
the necessary research to assemble a veritable encyclopedia covering all aspects of 
the lives of every single North American hobby member. This le far more than Just 
your run-of-the-mill collection of endgame stats* nor is it Just dry data such as 
dates of birth, parents' names, etc. No, this publication will really allow you to 
know your opponents, down to shoe sizes, favorite Ice cream flavors, and sexual 
practices, 1 now, as the crowning achievement of my hobby services, offer the new, 
computerised, continuously-updated Goldfish Bowl of Worth American Diplomats * 

The obvious question Is, how did I manage to gather all of this data and piece it 
together without any of you knowing about lt7 I can now reveal that. In my employ, 
I have a network of spies operating both in and out of the hobby. Hany of them are in 
very high places. For example, my agent at the U.S. Census Bureau, who 1*11 call 
"Max", provides me constantly with extremely valuable information. Another of my moat 
valued employees is "Ben", the chairman of the Board of Directors of a certain Hew Tork 
City hospital where 9 hobby members (and l 1 * hobbyists' spouses and children) just 
happen to have been bom. These people report to me on a regular basis. 

Not all of my people are so highly placed, of course -- it's important to obtain 
an influx of data at the grass roots level as well. You all deal dally with my spies. 
They work behind the counter at the store where you buy your booze , at your local auto 
repair shop* as teacher aides In your kids* schools, etc, On more than one occasion, 
1 've had to have an agent buy the house next to one of you so as to glean close-up 
Information* In point of fact. It requires a staff of trained spies numbering in 
excess of 85,000 to keep track of fewer than 2O0O hobbyists. But the final product 
made It all worthwhile. 

Initially, E was planning to keep the encyclopedia for my own exclusive personal 
use, thereby gaining me an Insurmountable advantage in all my games. But since I've 
retired from active playing, I 've decided instead to offer it to the rest of you. 
Goldfish Bowl Is alphabetised, and at ^91^ pagea had to be physically split into 
sixteen separate volumes. 

Just to give you an idea of Ihe wealth of Information included, here' a a little 
snippet taken from the middle of the 5-page entry on myselfi 
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Goldfish Bawl 
April, 19B8 ed. 
Page 2165 



EJKSEY, EWXE MARC (cent. ) 



coumwork In Geometry, according to his teacher, Mr. Lurry Shasta. Ran 
unsuccessfully for Vice-president of school Chess dub that year. As a 
player, was only occasionally victorious. Best friend waa Frank Deialla, Mho 
once locked hla In his locker at school. Bruce's hct±>lea during: these years 
ware astronomy and coin collecting. For such of his high school career, he 
would typically spend $5 to $10 per roth ordering coins through the Mia 11. In 
the Boy Scouts, Bruce attained the rank of Life. His failure to get alow 
well with Scoutmaster Timothy R. Davis, coupled with a developing atheisn, did 
not bode well for his chances of making Eagle even had he not uoved away in 
1M2. Acquired fcany outdoor skills and experiences while in the Scouts. 

Bruce 'a culinary tastes broadened significantly throughout the seventies 
extending to include cow's tongue and coffee, which he had always despised. 
Though he would not learn to cook anything rare than Campbells soup until 
such later, he would hang around the kitchen for up to an hour before dinner, 
often letting chores and homework slide until he wag too tired to do then. 

Socially, Bruoe tended toward the quiet side, staying hone to study for a 
crucial English exam rather than attend his Junior proa. There was, though, a 
-Juicy incident with a young, female student teacher which was so bizarre that 
*" ""*" 1 discussed hers. the woman, a 22-year-old coed, used to wear no 



...yell, I'd print aora of it, but you get the Idea. Every significant detail 
of each hobbyist's life Is revealed in this astonishing publication'. 

Oh, one final thing. I do need one teensy on oi help to sake this thing 
absolutely complete. There Is an obscure hobby aeaber in Florida, naned Robert 
Williams, whose ex-wife Is naned Anne. My spies have been utterly frustrated in 
trying to determine her paternal grandaoth^r ' s hairdresser's maiden name. £ need 
that last bit of data to Make this encyclopedia totally complete. Whoever provides 
it to ae first gets a free copy of Goldfish Bowl . 

So, . , order your copy NOW* Tfou can get it from we, Bruce Ltnsey, 73 Ashuelot St. #3, 
Dalton. HA 01226, USA. The cost is tiny for what you receives only $10 for those 
of you who gave up sucking your thumb by age lj, and $20 to the rest of you (and 
believe me, I know which of you are which even if you don't..,) 



// // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // 



IDLE SPECULATION DEPARTMENT (don't pnas or«r thin one ) t 

Fron the preceding article we learn that Bruce H, Linvey+o eiddl* 
name la Marc, Does thle Mean that Hark L« Perch* a middle name la LlnaayT 

What do you get when you mix two email boy a, a generous Emote r Bunny, 
and a father who la a nugar freak? 

You gat loud wailai "Daddy, where* a ay candy? t M 
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A RE* LIT COMPREHENSIVE OPENING FOB FftAHCE 
by Mark L* Berch 

Han j wr i tars make opeolnga a lot port complicated than they have 
to ba . But an ambitious player can gat a lot of nll«aga out of those 
Franch places. Strap yourselves in for tha rid* I 

Ibaria ia tha richest and aaalast prize for any player at the 
opening gun, 00 don't hold back. F Bre-Hld seta tha etagt for taking 
Portugal In tha fall* Like visa A Par— Gas sands you on your way to Spain. * 
Unfortunately you* re not going to be the only one headed there* You'd 
ba surprised at how often Italy la interested too, and orders A Van-Pie, 
This can cause all sorts of agonies for the fall. Unnecessary agonies* 
Just order A Mar-Pie and put a stop to it* 

How, what about BelgiuaiT So ate say that you should dangle it before 
both England and Germany, and let the* plead far your help. Well, I say , 
take it yourself and let them fight for the right not to be your next 
victim* The power novas for the ami en here are A Par— Pic and A Mar— Bur. 
So add those to what we 've already covered • Now, *s for the fleet, I 
also favor adding F Bre-Eng, Sons e*y that this is overkill, Belgium- 
vlse • But if England has opened to the Channel , you've probably just 
saved your Belgium campaign. So toss tha t one in too. 

But what about Germany? Hay, support Jpourself to Burgundy as 
■ill Ions of forward— looking French players here done for almost thirty 
years . But where should the attack cone from, so nany askt This Is 
another one of those completely unnecessary disputations. Play it safe I 
Do them both I So, add both A Har-Bur, A Par S A Mar Bur and A Par-Bur, 
A Mar S A Par— Bur to what we've already got. 

Well, 1 think that pretty much covers everything, and we didn't 
even have to take that much apses. Whoops I I forgot A Mar-Spa- Well, 
■oat players do this anyhow. But sonatinas It's the most common things 
that wa forget to do. 

Okay, that was a lot of territory to cover, so let's review. This 
is what you should suhml t as your Spring 1901 orders : 

F Br # -Hid, A Par-Qas. A Mar-Pie. A Par-pic. A Mar-Bur. F Bre-Eng. 

A Par-Bur, A Mar S A Par-Bur, A Har-Bur. A Par B A Har-Bur. A Mar-Spa. 

What sort of game should you use this opening In? Actually , it 
doesn't matter one whit what sort of game you choose - it will work 
equally well in a novice or an expert game. But I suggest that you pick 
a OH who ia OMing hie first game. It will give him an opportunity to 
reflect on whether he really wants to be a OM* 

///////////////////////////////////// 

DEPARTMENT OF ENCOURAGEMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS : Report cards given by the 
San Diego city Schools have a space for 1 parent reply, ■ for use if the 
parent cannot manage a personal conference with the teacher. By actual 
measurement , this space is 1 aim, smaller than a Wheat Thin cracker. 
And the apace already contains instructions for its use f 
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SUPERPOWER EAST i The Austro^Italo-ftusao-Turklsh Alliance 
by Randolph Smyth 



It f a occasionally frustrating to get into a game and realise that 
everyone on your aide of th* board i* competent and likeable, while every- 
ona o» th« othar side isn't worth tha oost of your stationary* The usual 
result la that you* rs f oread to attack ona of tha guys that you" d ordi- 
narily ba happy to ally with, whlla a coupls of idiots screw up th* gas* 
with their constant stupidity on tha other aide* This article addrassaa 
ths best way for capable eastern powera to escape this result* and pick 
up aome western canters in the process. 

We have to make a few assumptions hare: <l) That none of the eastern 
powers (It/A/I/T) have done anything to irritate one of th* others in 
Spring or Fall 1<K>1f (a) That the western power* hav* demonstrated thair 
incompetence by that timet and (3) That all four of the eastern guys are 
therefor* prepared to cooperate against tha west* We* 11 start with post- 
Fall 1901 poaltiona ofi 

AUSTRIA t A Trl, A Ser, F Ore (+2> 

ENGLAND: F Eng. F Kwg. A Wal (h* NHRed in S.Of) 

FRANCE i F Bel, A Pi« f A Bur (He want F Bre-Eng, then F Eng-Bel) 

GERMANY, F Bal t A Huh* A Hoi (be ordered A Kie-Hol, F Bal C Ki**£w*) 

ITALY i A Van* A Tun, F Ion (+1} 

RUSSIA I T Sw* t A Nwy, A tlkr, F Rum (+3) 

TURRET 1 A Bui, F Aeg, A Con (+1) 



Russia got lucky against an NHRing England! the rest of tha e 
positions ar* pretty standard. 

For cooperation to succeed, Turkey must be willing to accept 
fact that ha would normally be the victim in thia position* A/A/I 
commit some forces to blitz; Turkey and use whatever is left age Ins 
wast. But tha wast would only fall apart alowly if the units must 
dispersed | and the Turkish player is generally well liked by the o 
Bo they agree to let him live - if he shown corresponding restrain 

The Winter orders, then, are t 



astern 

th* 

could 
t th* 

ba 
th*rs* 
t. 



At 

El 
Ft 

at 



A Bud 



Build A Vie, 
Build A Lon 
NKR, plays ona short 
Build A Kie 



I: 
At 



War, 



a* In 



Build ¥ Nap 
Build F StP (N>, A 
A Hos 
Tt Build F Smy 

Now tha A/l/ft/T alliance catches the weatern powers by aurpri 
the Spring t 

At A Vie-Tyo, a Bud-Vie, A Tri-Von, A Ser-Tri, F Gre-Ion. 
Ei A Lon- Pic . F Eng C A Lon-Pic, p Hwg-Nth, A Wal -Y or, 
Ql F Bal-Den* A Ruh-Bel, A Hoi S A Ruh-Bel, A Mutt-Bur . 
F: A Pic-Bur . A Bur- Bel . F Bel-Pic . 
It A Ven-ple, F Nap-Tyn, F Ion H J&/ '. A Tun-NAf * 

Ri F StP <H) - Bar, A Nwy H, F Swe-Ska, a Hoa-StI\ A War-Sil, A Ukr-Qal, 
F Rum H. 

Ti F Smy-Eas, F Ae* S AUS F Ore-Ion, A Con-Bui, A Bui -(J re* 

Russia can move A Nwy-Swe if he is more worried about Garmany than 
England) this is optional. Note that Italy is apparently being 'stabbed* 
by Austria and Italy, but his F Ion has a good retreat in Tun, and watch 
what happens in the Fall : 



Ai A Tyo-Hun, A Vle-Tyo, A Ven-Tua , A Tri-Vie» F Ion-Tjr. 

Es A Lon-Bre, F Eng C A Lon-Br* t F Mth C A Tor-Bel , A lor-Hol . 

Ft A Pia-Par. F Bel-Pio, A Bur- Huh * 

Ii A Pie-Her, F Tyr-Lyo, Tf~TZvT7Z/ Tun and) F Tun-U*o, A MA/ H. 

Rl F Bar-Nvg, A Hwy-Swe, F Sva-Din, A StP-Hwy, A Sll-Ber, A Osl^flU, 
F Rus-S«v. 

T: F Eao-Ion, F Aeg H t A Bul-Rua>» A Ore-Alb. 

Ot F Den-Hel, A Bel-Hol, A Hol-Rnh t A Kun-Kle- 

Isn*t this gr«At? After 1902 we have* 

A <6)r Home, Ser, Qr«, Hun. Build on* * 

E (3)» Hqa*, even. 

F (3)1 Hon« v mn. 

0 (2)t Kle, Hoi. Remove two* 

1 (5)t Hooie, Tun, Mar. Build on*. 

R (B) 1 Hon*. Sw» ( Nwy, Den t Bar* Build one* 
T (5)J Hou, Bui, Rua. Build on*. 

In just ont y«ar of this all lane*, all four participants are building 
one while thoir thr*« opponents ar* down to eight unit* anong them. 
Further nor a, th* weaker ma libera of the alliance are in th* beat position 
to capture the remaining neutral cant era (Spa. Por* Lvp) * 

I leave it aa an -t#reia* for the reader to aae hov far an tt/A/l/T 
alliance can go after 1903* My analysis shove that a era any cau be elimi- 
nated outright • France nay go down as wall if England can be persuaded 
to attack fro* Bra, This won't help England, thought He *ay well be 
down to a couple of centers himself • I f he insists on fighting on t th* 
gave can be wrapped up in 1904* 

This unusual alliance can work well , then* I haven* t seen It written 
up anywhere else, so would like to copyright the idea. However* any 
readers are welcome to give it a try If they find themselves in a 
suitable situation, 

///////////////////////// 




Wombat 



Black 
swan 
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DIPLOMACY'S ULTIMATE WEAPON: THE NMR 

by Doug Beyerlein 

NMR: Ho Hovea Received. These three words strike terror in 
the hearts of postal Diplomacy players everywhere. No natter 
how good your diplomacy, how brilliant your board tactics, or 
how devious your game strategy, it takes only one little NMR 
at the wrong tine to destroy all or your hopes for glory on 
the game board. 

Fron ny first postal gane in 1966 through the peak of ny 
playing career in the early '70s t hated HHPs. I planned and 
schemed against then. I sent ganesnasters postcards to 
return upon receipt of ny orders 7 I sent multiple sets of 
Identical orders at different tines from different locations; 
I phoned ny orders in* and I beat the dreaded NMR. I beat it 
badly . 

In an eight year period of playing in over 20 games at any 
one tine I suff erred only one NMR. It occurred early In ny 
playing career and it kept me fron Making a winter build. 
But then how was I to know that ny orders would be on a nail 
train traveling through Port Chicago, California, on the day 
the port was bombed by the radical left in protest against US 
involvement in Vietnam? The train was damaged and ny letter 
and noves destroyed in resulting fire. But never again did I 
let a NMR be printed next to ny nane. 

I retired fron serious postal play in the nid 70s when I took 
over as custodian of the Boardman Numbers. From then on I 
was rarely concerned about NMRs. 1 was too busy keeping 
track of game finishes and other BNC business. But it was 
then that I cane across Nik Reynolds and the real potential 
of NMRs. 

Nik (without the r c*> was one of the nany faceless nanes that 
can be found in all postal Diplomacy zines. Never one to 
write letters to the editor, write articles, or publish a 
sine, he just played in a few games here and there. But as 1 
ran across a gane of his in one snail zine or another I 
noticed a curious thing: there was often a NMR next to his 
nane, but his country was usually doing just fine. I nean he 
wasn't winning games, but he always seemed to be a part of 
any draw that was called. 

Finally, to satisfy my curiosity, 1 went back to some of 
Nik's finished games and went through them season by season. 
That was when I discovered what I call the ultimate potential 
of the NMR * What I found was that Nik would NMR at important 
junctures in the game. when he was in an alliance that was 
about to attack a third party Nik's country would suddenly 
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NHR- His ally would launch an attack that was doomed to 
failure without Hik 'a help. Nik'» NHfl left Hi It high and dry 
above the cries of a stab or traitor* Has It his fault the 
attack failed? Mo. Did he attack the would-be victin? Mo, 
It vaa just an unfortunate NHR . As a result of hin Innocence 
both sides case to hie looking for support. Each tine he 
would take the best offer and proceed accordingly until It 
was tine for another NHR . 

As Nik refined his NHR skills he was able to subnit orders 
less and less often and achieve greater and greater results. 
He would often NHR two or three tinea in a row {while 
informing the GH that he was still interested in playing in 
the gave) . Then, after the other players had cone to ignore 
his position on the board, he would slip into one supply 
center after another until the other players were lore than 
willing to settle for a draw that included bin. 

Nik's crowning achievement was when in 1979HR he took Turkey 
to a conceded win in 1905 with a string of ten successive 
NHRs . Apparently Nik had achieved his ultlnate goal. Pron 
that point on he NMRed Into Diplomacy history and was never 
heard from again. But every tine 1 see a NHR in a gane 
results report I think of Nik Michael Reynolds and the true 
potential of the NHR. 



/■/■ //!////!! / /I / /q/x a* nut* 
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HOW TO BEAT THE BOREDOM 

by Richard J. Walkerdine 

I remember going to a Diplomacy contention Many years ago and hearing 
a wry young player aay how much ha was an Joying it. Quick aa a flash 
one of the older players turned to him and said, "Tou're not here to 
enjoy yourself, ay lad, you 1 re here to play games I " It wan said in fun 
of course, but It set me thinking. 

Just how nany people really enjoy postal Diplomacy? Host of us? 
I doubt it. Consider. Host of the games you play follow the name pattern: 
Tou aake none early progress, then cone up against a big alliance (or 
euf f er a really no an a tab ) and from then on it 'a downhill. 1 all the way* 
Once in « long while you do better than that and actually get to the 
point where you night be able to go for a win - but then the editor folds 
the 1 sine and In the ohaos of trying to rehouse the orphan you nias a 
season and down you go again. It's depressing and demoralising and, 
after a few short months, intensely boring* 

But we play the damn gene year after year. Are we mad, or Just plain 
stupid? Veil, some of us are probably both, of course, but in «oet cases 
you'll find that players who have been around for many years have found 
an extra dimension to the hobby, something which is no part of Diplomacy 
but which allows us to beat the boredosj of the game itself by generating 
a new Interest. In sons Cases this will be making new friends t discussing 
polit los or other mat t era of interest v pretending to be great authors by 
writing lots of press, and so on. In ay case, however, I don't give a 
damn about friendship or any of the rest of that orap, I beat the boredom 
by driving people orasyl 

And it's such a satisfying thing to do, with endless variety. Here 
are just a few of my techniques, I'm sure you can think of variations. 

Work hard on your Diplomacy letters, make them really friendly and 
interesting and try to get on goot te rms with the other playe rs » Find 
out their interests. If they like music offer to send them a tape of 
some album they want but haven't got - but when you send it make sure 
it's a blank tape. They'll return it of course whereupon you send it 
back saying it sounds fine on your stereo. It gets returned again so 
next tiae you send the real tape with a note asking if they're sure 
their equipment is okay. A few episodes like this will soon have tham 
wondering about their sanity. 

If you are a publisher select one or two victims and now and then, 
say once in three or four issues, send their 'nine to them a couple of 
weeks late. When they tell you it arrived too late for them to meet the 
deadline show some sympathy and accept their late orders but insist that 
their copy was posted at the same time aa all the others. After a few 
months they will believe their mail service is really bad and will start 
to get nervous every time a 'sine is a day or two late. Then, when they 
get to the point where they might actually win a game, get the 'tine to 
them on time but claim their orders never arrived 1 The sudden switch 
from a late 'sine to late orders - and especially if it means they lose 
the game - should go a long way to pushing them over the brink* 

The above are fairly subtle methods but some ti men It's fun to be a 
bit more direct. If you know a player is going to bo attending a con 
one weekend there's a perfect opportunl ty to break into his house and 
cause as much damage as possible a and anyone who has suffered a really 
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Maay burglary will know how badly that can affeot aononi* If your 
Tic tia is aarried the opportunities are avtn nor* txoi ting) while h* la 
locked in the study writing letters and reading "ape his wife is g°ihg 
to be in juat the right state to react favourably to aoae attention frost 
soseone else - and of course after you* ye bad your fill of her you Bake 
sure he finds out sbout it* An even better situation la when your victim 
has a young daughter, preferably underage, though 1*11 leave you to work 
out the reat of thia method* 

So keep struggling through this wonderful hobby of ours. Don" t 
let the get you down, Make sure you ue« it as a means of generating 

new Interests - and if those interests are similar to sine you sight 
even find that they help you to actually win a game once in a while I 



UNCLE C0NHlg«3 TOUGHEST CROSSWORD EVER I 



ACROSS E 

1. Typical ooaic-strip indicator for sleep 

2. Last letter of the English alphabet 

3* Double consonant in word describing action of carbonated 
beverages when shaken (hint: The answer is not "Blow 
up all over you and get Coke down in your shoes* 1 ) 

km Letter doubling as pictograph of one type of framing 
used in house cone truct ion 



DOWN i 

1 • Sane as 2 down 
2. Same as 3 up 

3* Hlrror image of 4 across, ba ok ward 

4* The only English letter which does not appear in this 
conon sentence: "The quick brown fox jumped over the 
laying dogs. 11 



Answer on Page 21 
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POSTAL GAMIHQ - IS THERE A FUTURE WITHOUT Mfi ? by Bruce Qeryk 

Aa ioat of you already know, I recently stopped publishing my own 
Diplomacy 'Bln* p BLUNT INSTRUMENTS , in disgust over the current state 
of affairs throughout the hobby. When I entered the hobby t I expected 
to find It populated by nomil, healthy gamee-playe rs | Instead, I found 
It mostly filled with uneducated, soclally-mief It freaks whose gaming 
served as a substitute for normal, satisfying lives* The greatest flaw 
these people exhibit, without exception* Is that they are boring. There 
Is no nicer word. That*s too bad, because a few of these people obviously 
have «- or had - potential. Instead, they chose- to sink into nothingness 
in dead-end jobs, escaping reality by pretending that postal gaming 
actually has a one real value* Worse than these losers, however, are 
the welfare cases, the Illiterates, the handicapped and the poor* 

Although I as not perfect, I think it not Immodest of me to set 
myself as the example of what this hobby ought to contain! Bright, 
attractive, affluent young professionals or pre -prof esslonals with 
a real mission for success and achievement, who play games to broaden 
their outlook and hone their intellect, and whose hobby contacts are 
future professional contacts end references. As but one example, I 
had hoped to meet a number of lawyers in this hobby, because my future 
personal ambitions involve having legal contacts in several states to 
work with my investments and handle certain corporate matters. I also 
needed a couple of stockbrokers and a few other things* But I didn't 
locate anyone at »U) these are the types that obviously avoid this 
hobby like the plaguel And obviously I have no use at all for postal 
workers, social studies teachers, retired civil servants, texlcab dis- 
patchers, 'phone company salesmen, or others of equal Insignificance. 

From the hobby's standpoint, this situation would be very difficult 
to change without a wholesale housecleaning. For one thing, people of 
my calibre will lose patience rather quickly and depart - as I did - 
without others of roughly equal value is the ranks. Voig«. once we 
leave (and we will), there will be nobody of any significance left to 
take charge of the housecleaning. And you obviously can't do it your- 
selves ( look how long Sacks has been aroundl 

Bo I think the only real solution is going to have to be to disband 
the hobby altogether. That won't really solve the problem of the losers, 
they will probably Just find soma other hobby to pollute (sort of like 
urban renewal) the residents Just move somewhere else), but it will 
certainly elean up postal gaming, which is really all I set out to do. 

But I did say earlier that I*n not perfect, and I have one dilemma 
still unresolved; If I clean up this hobby by having it disband, where 
will be my forum to do my just gloating? Fortunately, I have an idea 
for a postal hobby to deal with that. Details to follow* 

// // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // 



HE'S 
DEAD 
JIM? 



16 



HOW TO QET OH TOPS QH'fl GOOD SIDE 
by Hark L« Berch 

The beat foundation for * solid OH- player relation la to establish 
that you ara not aonaont to ba messed with. You art ant it lad to every- 
thing within your rights. Whan you accept those rights* you' ra only 
doing what you ara allowed to do . Don* t av*r Is t tha OH insist that you 
can't do something simply because no on* alea does it. 

Take, for example, that little-used practice of conditional pref- 
erence lists at ganeatart * "Oe* List A unless Jones asks for France aa 
first choice # in which case use List B." Don* t take any squawk. Kls 
houserules say that orders can 1 t be contingent on other orders , but 
these trtn't orders , are they? And If you want to build Fleet Hoe cow , 
go right ahead. If he complains t Just point out that it's your supply 
center* and it's open. That's all the Rulebook requires. If he thinks 
that build runs afoul of sose other rule, let him cite the rule. He 
won't find it. Even a novice Dlplonat could win that argument. If you 
want a tougher Job, soae winter when you ara even, reaove a piece you 
don* t want , and take a build • There* a no rule saying you can* t both 
build and reaove* so long aa your piece count comes out right. Tour OH 
will respect you sore when he realises that you stand up for your rights* 

And respect Is the key to a good OH-player relationship. Here's a 
quick qui*: The Spring 1901 results cone out » end include this for youi 
"Austrlai F Trieste to Albania, A Vienna to Oalicla, A Budapest to 
Serbia." 

How do you respond? Look again. Are you being treated with respect t 
No I Tou write back to the OHi "I must insist that ay country be referred 
to by its proper name , Austria-Hungary •** Such an offense is worth at 
least four paragraphs of scolding. Even lesser offenses should be men- 
tioned* For example, suppose you write order a for two pieces, and the 
OM prints them In the reverse order that you presented then. Explain to 
the QH that you told your ally that If the support order cane first, that 
was a signal to your ally that you intended to do the aupport a second 
season* and now you'll have to waste money on a. postcard to tell bin 
thin, and the QM'a action nakes you look forgetful. The 3H will appre- 
ciate your keeping him on his toes. 

Discuss ions of houserules are another good area for developing the 
aH-player relationship. Suppose that the 'cine comes. Tour French po- 
sition is NMRed, with the note, "Orders for French pieces arrived, but 
there was no signature. My houserules clearly state, 'Orders that are 
not signed will not be used,* so I had to NMR the player.*' Are you atuck? 
Absolutely not. You can help your board position and help educate your 
OH. Just write him back: "My orders were signed. I used ASL - American 
Sign Language. It nay be that you intended to require a written signa- 
ture. If so, you might want to amend your house rules at some future 
time. But let's use ny orders, 0K7" 

You ahould also look Tor ways to save tine for your OH. For example, 
"Phone hin with your orders on the night of the deadline. This way, he 
doean' t have to file the orders In a folder and then pull then out again. 
It also helps to remind him that this is deadline night and that he is 
in fact OHing games of postal Di plomacy. You might even want to mention 
those f ac ts to him. Similarly , If he's made any errors the previous 
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season, calling him up on deadline night la the perfect tine* Thlo saves 
hla the bother of having to put out some a illy Interim lasut to notify the 
players* 

If a QW says that he wants a lot of press, that's another area where 
you can oblige hla. Ho, I don't nean something like sending hia eight 
pages of press* That's too straightforward, and won't get hia- to be 
thinking about you. I* d suggest sending hia Just two pages , but in 
Norwegian. He ' 11 appreciate the educational experience of learning how 
sloooooov typing goes in a foreign language. It will also give hla the 
opportunity to ponder the philosophical question of the value of printing 
soaethlng no on* will be able to read. If he does print it* be aure to 
thank hia later for waiving his usual policy against the printing of 
very obscene and highly inflaanatory aaterial in press. 

Also, be sure that any essay that you write for hia ends real 
abruptly* without even any 

#VnVS#l3#«lrfei#l rfft^fl ^l^t #1avi jtet^l #Ti>»vi # ■ #1 rff I # ■ # > #t #1 # t j«ef j«f t rfri rfei 



AND HOW* LET'S DO GAMES I I 

Qaae 1985Hrb32 - Davy Crockett - Fall 1909 

After the Spring aove* the Turkish A Lvn /r/ War* And all draws were 
defeated. 

AUSTRIA t a pru-ber. a ell a pru-ber* a boh a nun. a tyo-pie. a ami 

a -pru-ber * a van a tyo-pie * a vie-tyo* 
ENGLAND} NHRI a'a lvn * etpf f's tyn, wa Q| tun, bsl* bot* nth h. 
FRANCE t a pie^tyo . a ear -pie - a bur s OER ruh-nun, f lyo a tus. 

r tu* a EH(J tyn. 
GERMANY) a kie a ruh-aun. a rub— nun* a ber a ruh-eun * 
TURKEY* a mob a war-lvh. a war-lvn. a ukr s mos. a alb— apu. f adr 

c alb-apu. t eas-ioa . f nap a ron. f aeg s eaa-ion. f ion- tyn . 

f roa a ion- tyn. 

Eng a lvn /r/ pru* o*t.b. Aua a aun. Fre a pie, G*r a bar are all 
squished. 

I don* t see Much point in a supply center chart f totals are unchanged 
the only actual shift is the trade of Hun for Ber, Austria and France 
aay each build one to replace the destroyed units; Germany is entitled 
to build two but baa no place to put either. 

I am not in the least c once me d over the NMR, I 'a pretty sure it 
Just mixed-up communications. 

Draw proposal* for next time: 1> A/T, 2) A/F/T* and 3> A/E/F/T- 
Votes* the retreat, the builds* and Spring 19 Id moves are all due by 
KOHDAT, HAT 2, 1988. 

Press on next page. However* I nust interject here a very aad note| 
your original OH* John Walker, died on Jaiti 27 of that recurring cancer 
that forced hia in and out of the hobby for so long. Please turn to. the 
inside back cover of the issue for something a bit more fitting than this 
simple stark notice. 
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SWITZERLAND: The problaa with an all -survivor* vote la that CI* many 
ion* t really a our* Ivor . 3ay t Qarnany, why don 1 1 you do th* right thing 
and support th* A/E/F/T tie? 

VIENNA; You art right again aa usual, good ol* ally Turkey, if Franoa 
does ally with Aua trla and Turkey, we can have a three-way draw , such 
■uch betterl Oood thinkingl 

FRANCE TO TURKEY AND WOULD: Thanka for the A/T/F draw proposal* but I 
hope ny stove* Indicate we ARE ataleaated, Repropose DIAS . I aa not 
going to attack Germany or England. Germany of course la not attacking 
England or ays elf. And England haa aiade it clear the Western Alliance 
is strong. Unless Auutria or Turkey atabe each other, not amen will 
happen unless we vote draw* 

JAKUL: Oops, missed that one - add to draw proposal list I *») Everybody 

TURKEY TO AUSTRIA (A Alb*Apu)i We need to reietburee you for Warsaw in 
sons way* I * ■ open to suggestions* 

J AMU Li Livonia? 

VENICE: Peace ■aasagea were sent across the front Unas between the 
Aua trian and French forces to secure the end of this long war, and a 
final victory for the big three: France, Turkey and Austria* 

AUSTRIA TO ENGLAND* Say, old chap, how about an A/E/T? Ve Juat want 
to narrow the tie - if France won't consider being part of the tie, how 
•bout you? 

OAHE 1987HL - The Lopsided Lion - Winter 1902 

France la now played by Michael Pustllnlk* The retreats were) Fra 
f eng-walf Tur f con o.t.b. 

AUSTRIA (Mellnda Holley)* Build a vie, HAS* a's bud, aer, ail, rua, 
vie i f gre (6). 

ENGLAND (David Pierce)-. Renoves f edi. HAS t a lvpi f*s eng. Ion (3). 
FRANCE {Michael Puatilnik)i HAS t e'e bel, spa, pioj f*s lri, wal (5>, 
OEHMANi (Ran Ben-Israel) t Builds a ber. HAS ; a*s den, ruh, ber( fa 
hoi, nwg (5). 

ITALY (Robert Acheoon)t Builds f ron, f nap. HAS t a*s faul, tyo | f'a 

rodl, nap, con, tun (6). 
RUSSIA (Doug Baker): Builds a bob. HAS 1 a*s ukr, gal, eioa| f*e bit, 

nwy, awe (6). 
TURKEY (Dan Qorham): HAS 1 a smy F t bla (2). 

MONDAY, HAY 2, 19&8i that's the big day for Spring 1903 etovea. If there 

is acme kind of little mark in this apace _ I have naves on file 

already - * course , revisions are we 1 cone * . . « 

ITALY TO AUSTRIA: Careful, dear, ay animosity for the Oilers runs deepl 
ANKARA; Uneasy is the Bleep of she who moves with treachery M 
VIENNA TO ANKARA I Never say never..*. 

JAHULz Why do I feel this press is being written by Don Ricklea? 

ITALY TO QERMANY I Randy, don't get bo excited. Helinda told aie to do 1 
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MINOR OFFICIAL IN GERMAN MINISTRY OF IMMIGRATION TO THE HEAD OF THE 
AUSTRIAN SKI TEAHi It a t Vis* violations, we are greatly honoured that 
jour skiers are going to participate In the upcoming World Cup events 
in Sileaia. However, these are troubled times. Due to the political 
situation in Europe, our regulations have been revised. Passport* with 
valid tourist visas are now required by all European nationalities 
before they enter Germany, 

I apologize for any inconvenience that this will cause you, but 
you are requested to return to Austria with your team and apply for the 
visas through the proper channel*. 

JAMULi Hey t history doea repeat I That's exactly how Hitler stuck it 
to Dollfuesl 

# * # # f %00**%%%%##*#%%*%il*i% % n i # # 0 # 

QAKE 1986Arb32 - Schuyler Colfax - Spring 1910 

Following the previously-published season, the English A Sil hoofed 
It back to Berlin. And the English threw together an A Lon* As to the 
proposed concession and draw, they ar* to laugh I 

ENGLAND* a pio-bel* a run s nun* * par-bur. a ber a mun* a nun s 
ITA pla-tyo - a lvn-pru* a Ion learns Turkish swear words for 
future taunting. f mid-wes* f bre-mld. f bel-nth. f stp so 
tries to support RttS ioa, f kie-bal. f lyo a ITA pie-tuB* f tyn 
s ITA rom* 

ITALY i a pie-tu*p a roi b ple-tua* t nap * roi. f tun-ion , f nar-pi** 
RUBS I A i a hqb a war. a war s no* . 

TURKEY t a sev-ukr. a von s tua-roau a apu a ion-nap* a tus-rom , 

a boh a all-nun, a all-mun * a tyo a all-mun. f aeg s gre-ion* 
f ion-nap* f adr s gre-ion* f bla— sev* f g re-Ion. 

Brand new military cemeteries are now established at Naples (for 
Italian sailors) and Tuscany (for Turkish soldiers). 

Fall 1910 orders are due Monday* HAT 2, 1986. And with those orders 
you get to vote on as nany proposals as there ere Democrats running for 
President i E win (Core), T win (Dukakis), E/T draw (Simon) and E/I draw 
(go Jessel ) » 

Do you have any idea how hard it is to sit here aonth after Month 
thinking up new and different cutesy ways to Bay all this sane old shit IT 

RUSSIA TO ITALY j why are you selling yourself short? Six centers is more 
than enough for a piece of the draw. Cash In now, before nasty Mr* Eng- 
land can do it without you. If you haven't got the sense to veto a two- 
way without you* I guess 1*11 have to do It for you. 

ITALY TO FRANCE: If I don't lose a center, take Spain* 

JAMUL TO FRANCE t If I do lose a center, take Portugal tool 

ENGLAND TO ITALY: Come on - vote for my E/I draw proposal. All 1*11 
vote for is E/I draw or E cone ess ion. Look at the vote of approval you 
got last t l"e f rom the ( former ) French player I 

Hope you took Tuscany ou t this time. Continue to expect ay full 
support. Hope I gueaned right on the ftone/Naplea doublethink. 
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RUSSIA TO BOARD: I don't Bind a concession to Turkey, but I think E/I/T 
or (even batter) E/I/r/T id a fairer reault. 

ITALY TO TURKEY! Accept the E/T. 

ENGLAND TO RUSSIA} I've got a reeling, by fall it will be pood old 
England supporting you from the evil Turk. 

///////////////////////////////////// 
THE WORLD'S SIMPLEST QUIZ <cf. last issue) - Auvm 



1* The Hundred Years' w«r occurred in July l4*t6 and lasted two weeks. 
When it was over, the victorious Holy Roman Emperor was heard to remark , 
" That ought to keep then quiet for another hundred yeara*" 

2. Russians do not celebrate the October Revolution at all f it is 
an anniversary of national aourning, and all oitlsens are required to 
spend the day vetoing Jewish visa applications. 

3. Panama hate are made in Tennessee, in the factory founded by 
the inventor of the hats , Augustus Pana , M* A* 

4t, Peruvian Bala an cohqq f roa the nation of Balsamla. Thin was in 
dispute for years, but we are now 1 n a position to peruve it* 

5* Puf f inus Puffin is the sclent 1 f lc name for the canister— type 
vacuuii cleaner* The seabird commonly called the * puffin* is properlj 
Rotundus Tummi. 

6. You probably assumed that catgut cornea from cats , right? Well, 
it does a but only from brave ones ■ 

7 * Just like cats and catgut , moleskin trousers come from moles , 
but again there's a catch: Have you, ever asked a mole to disrobe? 

8, There were twenty-six Kings of Francs named Louis* There were 
the obvious ones » numbered I through XVIII [ then there were Louis the 
Fat. Louis the Short, Louis the Bald, and several others like this. 
A few of the 'nicknames* seem to have been the same people as a few of 
the 'numbers, ■ 

9* The Canary Ielanda were named after Mafia stool pigeons . 

10, King George VI' a firet name was Dan, but he dropped It to avoid 
confusion with the actor. 

11. Purple finches are sometimes purple, but they get their normal 
color back fairly quickly when they get over being angry. 

12* 'A Midsummer Night 's Dream' takes place in springs usually. 
During summer , t he theatres stage more prof i tab la plays . 

13. A camel *a hair bruah Is made of the cheapest materials available 
at any given time. Remember, it's not a quality item; It's Intended 
strictly as m stopgap, to get you over the hump.... 

1(», How, this was a trick question. The Thirty Years' War lasted 
thirty- one years i it was fought 1618-1648 and but of course its 

name was thought up in about 1?50» so you gee,.,, 

I I t I 1 I 1 I t I l I 1 ( | I 1 I J | ) | l I | I ( I I ( t I E I I I I 



And that's the end of another issue... but don't stop now. On the 
next page will be my proposals for combining the Runestone Poll, Diplo- 
macy World* and the California Legislature. Oughta be fun... one talking 
incessantly, one expanding on it for publication, and one making the 
world' a largest matrix out of it.... 

-By 



THE BACK END 



You may have noticed that some of this issue is 
silly* That's because this is my annual April 
Fool* s Issue - late, of course, in keeping with 
recent COSTA tradition* Now, normally I'd let 
you Vender for a while and then re real all in the 
next issue, but since there isn't going to be a 
next to use as a forua, I have to do it here* 

It is important for players to not*' that, whatever 
else nay be screwy in these pages, th* game moves 
are quite legit. Also, the two games ; that ended 
last time will be written up properly (end-game 
statements still welcome, I have very few) and 
sent to all participants even if they are other-* 
.wise leaving us. 

The Hunestone Poll ballot is also on the level | 
I strongly urge you to fill it out and participate. 
In a spirit of real self-sacrifice, I have not 
written a *10* on the COSTA line; you can do that 
yourself* But whatever you do, please vote. 

A deep nod of thanks to all the fine friends who 
wrote articles for this issue (yes, they really 
did!); X can think of no more smashing way to go 
out than with participation by some of the • greats. • 



who loved fun aboy% all else in this hobby, and 
who would I think t have approved, X hope so. 




AND FINALLY 




C* Walker 



•Bye now, 



Uncle Connie 



If unde liver able, return to: 



Simon Billenness 
630 Victory Blvd., 
Staten Island, MY 10301 
U.S.A. 







Larry Peery 
PO Box 8M6 
San Diego CA 92102 



KMG SIZE U6HTS 



